Belfast STANDARDS AND BUSINESS COMMITTEE

City Council

Subject: Notice of Motion — Belfast should join C40
Date: 25th October, 2022

Reporting Officer: Nora Largey, Interim City Solicitor

Contact Officer: Jim Hanna, Senior Democratic Services Officer
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Is the decision eligible for Call-in? Yes No
1.0 Purpose of Report/Summary of Main Issues

1.1 To consider the Notice of Motion received for the meeting of the Council on 1st November in

relation to Belfast should join C40.

2.0 Recommendation

2.1 The Committee is asked to consider the motion and agree to either adopt the motion, refer it

for debate at the Council meeting (with or without restrictions) or reject the motion.




3.0

Main Report

3.1

3.2

3.3

Key Issues

The Committee will be aware Standing Orders 13 (m) to (r) as agreed by the Council at its
meeting on 4th October is as follows:
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The Standards and Business Committee will have delegated authority to adopt or
reject Notices of Motion. The Lord Mayor will indicate at the Council meeting those
Notices of Motion that have been considered by the Standards and Business
Committee and whether such Notices of Motion were rejected or adopted. In
either case, the proposer only may speak on the issue at Council.

The Standards and Business Committee will refer all Notices of Motion directly to
a standing committee when the matter to which the Notice of Motion refers falls
within the remit of that committee. At Council, the Lord Mayor will indicate that the
Notice of Motion was received and referred. There will be no speakers on such
Notices of Motion at Council.

The Standards and Business Committee will refer Notices of Motion for
consideration by full Council when the Notice of Motion relates to a strategic or
constitutional matter.

The Standards and Business Committee will not have the power to amend the
wording of any Notice of Motion that is being referred to the full Council for debate.

Any amendments to Notice of Motions to be proposed at the Council are to be
furnished at least one day in advance of going to the full Council and will be
circulated to Party Group Leaders in advance of the Council meeting.

In referring any matter to the full Council, the Standards and Business Committee
may determine to restrict contributions to the debate in relation to any Notice of
Motion to one per political party. At the Council meeting, the Lord Mayor will
clearly indicate if the restriction applies.

The following motion has been received:

Belfast Should Join C40

“Belfast City Council notes that the C40 World Mayors Summit occurred between 19
— 21 October 2022 in Buenos Aires.

The Council notes that the C40 World Mayors Summit brings together the mayors of
global and regional cities, alongside business leaders, philanthropists, campaigners,
youth leaders, scientists and residents, to share bold ideas, showcase innovative
solutions and stand together to create a sustainable, prosperous and equitable future.
This Council notes that it already supports the work of the Belfast Climate Commission
and is part of the Place-based Climate Action Network (‘PCAN’).

The Council also notes that the C40 Leadership Standards are as follows:

¢ Plan: City has adopted a resilient and inclusive climate action plan aligned
with the 1.5°C ambition of the Paris Agreement, and updates it regularly;




e Deliver: In 2024, city remains on track to deliver its climate action plan,
contributing to increased resilience, equitable outcomes and halving C40’s
overall emissions by 2030;

* Mainstream: City uses the necessary financial, regulatory and other tools at
their disposal to address the climate crisis and mainstreams their equitable
climate targets into the most impactful city decision-making processes;

e Innovate: City innovates and starts taking inclusive and resilient action to
address emissions beyond the direct control of the city government, such as
associated with goods and services consumed in their city;

* Lead: Mayor and the city demonstrate global climate leadership and inspire
others to act in support of the Paris Agreement.

These Leadership Standards will guide C40’s collective action until at least 2024.
The Council considers that this PCAN work would be enhanced by Belfast City Council
applying to join C40 as an ‘Innovator’. An ‘Innovator’ city is one that shows exceptional
climate leadership at the global level, but do not meet the population/size criteria of a
‘Megacity.’
Accordingly, the Council resolves to recommend to the Lord Mayor of Belfast that she
apply on behalf of Belfast City Council and her office to join the C40 network and, in
any event, adhering to the C40’s leadership standards.”

Proposer: Councillor Matt Collins

Seconder: Councillor Fiona Ferguson

3.4 The motion calls upon the Council to join the C40 network - can be adopted, referred to the
Council for debate (with or without restrictions) or rejected.

3.5 Financial and Resource Implications
None associated with this report.

3.6 Equality or Good Relations Implications
None.

4.0 Documents Attached

None.




